The acute attack of porphyria.
The acute neurological crisis is the most significant complication of variegate and acute intermittent porphyria and hereditary coproporphyria. If it is managed correctly, the mortality rate should be negligible. An outline is given of the major symptoms and signs encountered in the acute attack, and the therapy which should be used for their relief is discussed. Mention is made of forms of treatment which may decrease the activity of the haem biosynthetic pathway and thus specifically influence the clinical problems.